Major Review of the Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups (ASCRG) and Religious Affiliation Standard (RAS)

Scope of review

Commencing 2022, the ABS is embarking on a major review of ASCRG and the RAS. In a major review, all known issues and concerns are considered for possible change. The updated ASCRG is currently scheduled for release in December 2023.
Any updates to the RAS will be released after the Census content consultation has occurred and the question has been tested. This will occur prior to the 2026 Census.
[bookmark: _Hlk110518188]In addition, a general review of Census content will occur in parallel to this review; and will also include public consultation. The review of ASCRG and RAS will provide input into the broader review of Census. 

[bookmark: _Hlk110341415]To understand the need for this review, the ABS has undertaken a range of research and analysis, including: 
· Feedback already received from individuals and organisations.
· Research into how people have responded to the Religious Affiliation question in previous Censuses.
· Issues identified through standard classification maintenance processes, including consideration of the classification criteria.
· Comparison with other religion classifications and standards used by demographically similar countries (e.g. StatsCan and StatsNZ).
This research has informed some initial areas that are in-scope of this review, outlined below.

The ABS invites you to provide feedback on the initial areas that have been identified as in-scope of this review (i.e. whether you consider these areas as high or low priority). In addition, the ABS invites you to provide feedback on any other key areas of concern that should be included in the review, that are not already outlined below.

In-scope
1. Investigation of the RAS 
The Census of Population and Housing asks a question about a person’s religion, shown below. In response, a person can either mark a box on the pick list; or write their response in a text box (Other, please specify).
[image: Table
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 There are a number of areas for investigation with respect to the RAS, in particular:

a. Can the response options be changed to be more inclusive?
The pick list was designed to make completing Census forms easier and is similar to other Census questions (e.g. Country of birth). The pick list includes the ten most frequently reported groups from the previous Census. However, feedback indicates that people not affiliated with any of the groups in this list feel excluded.

In addition, some people report feeling compelled to mark a box on the pick list, which did not necessarily reflect their religious affiliation. For example, people affiliated with the Macedonian Orthodox religious group felt they were being asked to mark the Greek Orthodox box because it was in the pick list and Macedonian Orthodox was not.

Although a large number of other religious groups are included in the classification, most people only see the Census form. The full classification is available in the Further Information section, below.

b. Consistency between the question wording and the pick list options.
Another issue that has been raised, in relation to the question wording and the pick list, is the inconsistency in terminology used. For example, the question asks about a person’s religion; however, the options in the pick list include both world religions (e.g. Islam, Buddhism) and denominations (sub-groups or branches of a world religion, e.g. Catholic, Anglican).

This review will consult with stakeholders to investigate possible alternatives to the current question, pick list and text response.

2. Investigation into Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Judaism; and whether it is possible to identify additional religious groups.
The ABS has received feedback regarding the imbalance in the number of Christian groups represented in the ASCRG in comparison to other religions. The current representation of these groups can be found in the full classification, in the Further Information section below.

In consultation with relevant communities and other stakeholders, this review will examine whether it is possible to identify sub-groups within these religions for inclusion in the ASCRG at the Religious Group (four digit) or Narrow Group (two or three digits) levels.

3. Investigation into how Christian Orthodox groups appear in the ASCRG and the RAS. 
The ABS has received feedback regarding how Christian Orthodox groups are represented in both the ASCRG and RAS. For example, in the current classification, a number of Christian Orthodox groups are recognised under the Oriental Orthodox (221) and Eastern Orthodox (223) Narrow Groups. However, only Greek Orthodox is included as an option in the pick list on the Census form. This is seen as excluding people who are affiliated with the other Christian Orthodox groups.

Feedback suggests that a more appropriate way to represent all people affiliated with the Christian Orthodox faith is to represent them as one group (Christian Orthodox). This review will investigate this issue, in consultation with relevant communities and other stakeholders. Note that there is some overlap here with the issues outlined in part 1, above.

The current representation of Christian Orthodox groups is available in the full classification, in the Further Information section below. 

4. Investigation into a possible restructure of the classification codes.
In the current classification, a two digit (e.g. Pentecostal Religions, code 24) or three digit code (e.g. Anglican religions, code 201) is a Narrow Group.

In consultation with stakeholders and data users, this review will investigate the current code structure. The aim is to determine whether an alternative can be found, where all Narrow groups have the same code length (i.e. two or three digit).

5. Investigation into the structure of Broad Group 7, Secular Beliefs and Other Spiritual Beliefs and No Religious Affiliation.
A number of issues have been identified in this group, including:
· Should Broad Group 7 continue to be included in a classification of religious groups?
· Should ‘Secular Beliefs’ (e.g. Agnosticism, Atheism) continue to be distinguished from ‘No Religion’?

The current representation of the Broad Group 7, Secular Beliefs and Other Spiritual Beliefs and No Religious Affiliation can be found in the full classification, in the Further Information section below. This review will investigate this issue, in consultation with relevant communities and other stakeholders. 

Out of scope
Changes to the underpinning conceptual content to include 'participation' as well as 'affiliation'.
The current concept underpinning the ASCRG, and the RAS is religious affiliation. That is, the religious or spiritual beliefs or practices to which a person adheres or the religious group to which a person belongs.
The ABS has no plans to change the underlying concept of the ASCRG and RAS. 


Investigation of or changes to other, related classifications
A number of other classifications are closely related to the ASCRG: Australian Standard Classification of Countries (SACC), Australian Standard Classification of Cultural and Ethnic Groups (ASCCEG) and Australian Standard Classification of Languages (ASCL). During the religion review issues may be identified that also affect these 3 other classifications. Where this occurs, issues will be documented for consideration in future reviews of these other related classifications.

The ABS anticipates undertaking reviews of these related classifications prior to the 2026 Census. Further detail will be made available on the ABS website in coming months.

Further information
For further information regarding the major review, please see the links below:
· Religious Affiliation Standard, 2016 | Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au)
· Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016 | Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au). 
· 
The full classification can be found in the Data downloads section of the Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016 webpage (linked above). It is also available here (Table 1.3): 

For additional information, email the ABS at: standards@abs.gov.au
ASCRG_12660DO0001_201707.xlsx
Contents

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017



				Contents

				Tables

				1.1		Broad groups

				1.2		Broad groups and narrow groups

				1.3		Broad groups, narrow groups and religious groups

				2		Supplementary codes

				3.1		Correspondence: Third Edition 2016 to Second Edition Revison 1, 2011

				3.2		Correspondence: Second Edition Revision 1, 2011 to Third Edition 2016

				Explanatory Notes





				More information available from the ABS website



				Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups

				Summary

				Explanatory Notes





				Inquiries



				Further information about these and related statistics is available from the ABS website www.abs.gov.au, or contact the National Information and Referral Service on 1300 135 070.





				© Commonwealth of Australia 2017



		 

























































http://www.abs.gov.au/http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/Home/%C2%A9+Copyright?OpenDocumenthttp://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1266.0

Table 1.1
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		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 1.1 Classification structure: Broad groups

		Broad group

		1		BUDDHISM

		2		CHRISTIANITY

		3		HINDUISM

		4		ISLAM

		5		JUDAISM

		6		OTHER RELIGIONS

		7		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 
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Table 1.2

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 1.2 Classification structure: Broad groups and narrow groups

		Broad group

				Narrow group

		1		BUDDHISM

				101		Buddhism



		2		CHRISTIANITY

				201		Anglican

				203		Baptist

				205		Brethren

				207		Catholic

				211		Churches of Christ

				213		Jehovah's Witnesses

				215		Latter-day Saints

				217		Lutheran

				221		Oriental Orthodox

				222		Assyrian Apostolic

				223		Eastern Orthodox

				225		Presbyterian and Reformed

				227		Salvation Army

				231		Seventh-day Adventist

				233		Uniting Church

				24		Pentecostal

				28		Other Protestant

				29		Other Christian



		3		HINDUISM

				301		Hinduism



		4		ISLAM

				401		Islam



		5		JUDAISM

				501		Judaism



		6		OTHER RELIGIONS

				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

				603		Baha'i

				605		Chinese Religions

				607		Druse

				611		Japanese Religions

				613		Nature Religions

				615		Sikhism

				617		Spiritualism

				69		Miscellaneous Religions



		7		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

				71		No Religion, so described

				72		Secular Beliefs

				73		Other Spiritual Beliefs
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Table 1.3

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 1.3 Classification structure: Broad groups, narrow groups and religious groups

		Broad group

				Narrow group

						Religious group

		1		BUDDHISM

				101		Buddhism

						1011		Buddhism

		 

		2		CHRISTIANITY

				201		Anglican

						2012		Anglican Church of Australia

						2013		Anglican Catholic Church

						2019		Anglican, nec

				203		Baptist

						2031		Baptist

				205		Brethren

						2051		Brethren

				207		Catholic

						2071		Western Catholic

						2072		Maronite Catholic

						2073		Melkite Catholic

						2074		Ukrainian Catholic

						2075		Chaldean Catholic

						2076		Syro Malabar Catholic

						2079		Catholic, nec

				211		Churches of Christ

						2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)

						2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)

						2113		International Church of Christ

				213		Jehovah's Witnesses

						2131		Jehovah's Witnesses

				215		Latter-day Saints

						2151		The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

						2152		Community of Christ

				217		Lutheran

						2171		Lutheran

				221		Oriental Orthodox

						2212		Armenian Apostolic

						2214		Coptic Orthodox Church

						2215		Syrian Orthodox Church

						2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church

						2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec

				222		Assyrian Apostolic

						2221		Assyrian Church of the East

						2222		Ancient Church of the East

						2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec

				223		Eastern Orthodox

						2231		Albanian Orthodox

						2232		Antiochian Orthodox

						2233		Greek Orthodox

						2234		Macedonian Orthodox

						2235		Romanian Orthodox

						2236		Russian Orthodox

						2237		Serbian Orthodox

						2238		Ukrainian Orthodox

						2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec

				225		Presbyterian and Reformed

						2251		Presbyterian

						2252		Reformed

						2253		Free Reformed

				227		Salvation Army

						2271		Salvation Army

				231		Seventh-day Adventist

						2311		Seventh-day Adventist

				233		Uniting Church

						2331		Uniting Church

				24		Pentecostal

						2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)

						2402		Australian Christian Churches (Assemblies of God)

						2403		Bethesda Ministries International (Bethesda Churches)

						2404		C3 Church Global (Christian City Church)

						2406		International Network of Churches (Christian Outreach Centres)

						2407		CRC International (Christian Revival Crusade)

						2411		Foursquare Gospel Church

						2412		Full Gospel Church of Australia (Full Gospel Church)

						2413		Revival Centres

						2414		Rhema Family Church

						2415		United Pentecostal

						2416		Acts 2 Alliance

						2417		Christian Church in Australia

						2418		Pentecostal City Life Church

						2421		Revival Fellowship

						2422		Victory Life Centre

						2423		Victory Worship Centre

						2424		Worship Centre Network

						2499		Pentecostal, nec

				28		Other Protestant

						2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions

						2802		Born Again Christian 

						2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance

						2804		Church of the Nazarene 

						2805		Congregational

						2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches

						2807		Independent Evangelical Churches

						2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church

						2811		Christian Community Churches of Australia

						2812		Methodist, so described

						2813		United Methodist Church

						2899		Other Protestant, nec

				29		Other Christian

						2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland

						2902		Christadelphians

						2903		Christian Science

						2904		Gnostic Christians

						2905		Liberal Catholic Church

						2906		New Apostolic Church

						2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)

						2908		Ratana (Maori)

						2911		Religious Science

						2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

						2913		Temple Society

						2915		Grace Communion International (Worldwide Church of God)

						2999		Other Christian, nec



		3		HINDUISM

				301		Hinduism

						3011		Hinduism



		4		ISLAM

				401		Islam

						4011		Islam



		5		JUDAISM

				501		Judaism

						5011		Judaism



		6		OTHER RELIGIONS

				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

						6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

				603		Baha'i

						6031		Baha'i

				605		Chinese Religions

						6051		Ancestor Veneration

						6052		Confucianism

						6053		Taoism

						6059		Chinese Religions, nec

				607		Druse

						6071		Druse

				611		Japanese Religions

						6111		Shinto

						6112		Sukyo Mahikari

						6113		Tenrikyo

						6119		Japanese Religions, nec

				613		Nature Religions

						6131		Animism

						6132		Druidism

						6133		Paganism

						6135		Wiccan (Witchcraft)

						6139		Nature Religions, nec

				615		Sikhism

						6151		Sikhism

				617		Spiritualism

						6171		Spiritualism

				69		Miscellaneous Religions

						6901		Mandaean

						6902		Yezidi

						6991		Caodaism

						6992		Church of Scientology

						6993		Eckankar

						6994		Rastafari

						6995		Satanism 

						6996		Theosophy

						6997		Jainism

						6998		Zoroastrianism

						6999		Religious Groups, nec



		7		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

				71		No Religion, so described

						7101		No Religion, so described

				72		Secular Beliefs

						7201		Agnosticism

						7202		Atheism

						7203		Humanism

						7204		Rationalism

						7299		Secular Beliefs, nec

				73		Other Spiritual Beliefs

						7301		Multi Faith

						7302		New Age

						7303		Own Spiritual Beliefs

						7304		Theism

						7305		Unitarian Universalism

						7399		Other Spiritual Beliefs, nec
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Table 2
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		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 2 Supplementary codes



		0000		Inadequately described

		0001		Not Stated

		2000		Christian, nfd

		2110		Churches of Christ, nfd

		2150		Latter-day Saints, nfd

		2210		Oriental Orthodox, nfd

		2220		Assyrian Apostolic, nfd

		2230		Eastern Orthodox, nfd

		2250		Presbyterian and Reformed, nfd

		2400		Pentecostal, nfd

		2800		Other Protestant, nfd

		2900		Other Christian, nfd

		6050		Chinese Religions, nfd

		6110		Japanese Religions, nfd

		6130		Nature Religions, nfd

		7000		Secular Beliefs and Other Spiritual Beliefs and No Religious Affiliation, nfd

		7200		Secular Beliefs, nfd

		7300		Other Spiritual Beliefs, nfd





		NOTE: supplementary code 0000 'Inadequately described' replaces 0003 'Not Defined' in the previous edition of ASCRG (Second Edition Revision 1, 2011)
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Table 3.1

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 3.1 Correspondence: Third Edition 2016 to Second Edition Revision 1, 2011

		Third Edition, 2016								Second Edition Revision 1, 2011

		1		BUDDHISM						1		BUDDHISM

				101		Buddhism				101		Buddhism

						1011		Buddhism		1011		Buddhism

		 

		2		CHRISTIANITY						2 (part), 2408 (part)		CHRISTIANITY, Faith Churches

				201		Anglican				201, 29 (part)		Anglican, Other Christian

						2012		Anglican Church of Australia		2012		Anglican Church of Australia

						2013		Anglican Catholic Church		2013		Anglican Catholic Church

						2019		Anglican, nec		2999 (part)		Other Christian, nec

				203		Baptist				203		Baptist

						2031		Baptist		2031		Baptist

				205		Brethren				205 (part)		Brethren

						2051		Brethren		2051 (part)		Brethren

				207		Catholic				207		Catholic

						2071		Western Catholic		2071		Western Catholic

						2072		Maronite Catholic		2072		Maronite Catholic

						2073		Melkite Catholic		2073		Melkite Catholic

						2074		Ukrainian Catholic		2074		Ukrainian Catholic

						2075		Chaldean Catholic		2075		Chaldean Catholic

						2076		Syro Malabar Catholic		2079 (part)		Catholic, nec

						2079		Catholic, nec		2079 (part)		Catholic, nec

				211		Churches of Christ				211		Churches of Christ

						2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)		2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)

						2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)		2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)

						2113		International Church of Christ		2113		International Church of Christ

				213		Jehovah's Witnesses				213		Jehovah's Witnesses

						2131		Jehovah's Witnesses		2131		Jehovah's Witnesses

				215		Latter-day Saints				215		Latter-day Saints

						2151		The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints		2151		Church of Jesus Christ of LDS (Mormons)

						2152		Community of Christ		2152		Community of Christ

				217		Lutheran				217		Lutheran

						2171		Lutheran		2171		Lutheran

				221		Oriental Orthodox				221		Oriental Orthodox

						2212		Armenian Apostolic		2212		Armenian Apostolic

						2214		Coptic Orthodox Church		2214		Coptic Orthodox Church

						2215		Syrian Orthodox Church		2215		Syrian Orthodox Church

						2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church		2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church

						2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec		2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec

				222		Assyrian Apostolic				222		Assyrian Apostolic

						2221		Assyrian Church of the East		2221		Assyrian Church of the East

						2222		Ancient Church of the East		2222		Ancient Church of the East

						2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec		2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec

				223		Eastern Orthodox				223		Eastern Orthodox

						2231		Albanian Orthodox		2231		Albanian Orthodox

						2232		Antiochian Orthodox		2232		Antiochian Orthodox

						2233		Greek Orthodox		2233		Greek Orthodox

						2234		Macedonian Orthodox 		2234		Macedonian Orthodox 

						2235		Romanian Orthodox		2235		Romanian Orthodox

						2236		Russian Orthodox		2236		Russian Orthodox

						2237		Serbian Orthodox		2237		Serbian Orthodox

						2238		Ukrainian Orthodox		2238		Ukrainian Orthodox

						2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec		2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec

				225		Presbyterian and Reformed				225		Presbyterian and Reformed

						2251		Presbyterian		2251		Presbyterian

						2252		Reformed		2252		Reformed

						2253		Free Reformed		2253		Free Reformed

				227		Salvation Army				227		Salvation Army

						2271		Salvation Army		2271		Salvation Army

				231		Seventh-day Adventist				231		Seventh-day Adventist

						2311		Seventh-day Adventist 		2311		Seventh-day Adventist 

				233		Uniting Church				233 (part)		Uniting Church

						2331		Uniting Church		2331 (part)		Uniting Church

				24		Pentecostal				24		Pentecostal

						2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)		2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)

						2402		Australian Christian Churches (Assemblies of God)		2402		Assemblies of God

						2403		Bethesda Ministries International (Bethesda Churches)		2403		Bethesda Churches

						2404		C3 Church Global (Christian City Church)		2404		Christian City Church

						2406		International Network of Churches (Christian Outreach Centres)		2406		Christian Outreach Centres

						2407		CRC International (Christian Revival Crusade)		2407		Christian Revival Crusade

						2411		Foursquare Gospel Church		2411		Foursquare Gospel Church

						2412		Full Gospel Church of Australia (Full Gospel Church)		2412		Full Gospel Church

						2413		Revival Centres		2413		Revival Centres

						2414		Rhema Family Church		2414		Rhema Family Church

						2415		United Pentecostal		2415		United Pentecostal

						2416		Acts 2 Alliance		2405, 2499 (part)		Christian Life Churches International, Pentecostal, nec

						2417		Christian Church in Australia		2499 (part)		Pentecostal, nec

						2418		Pentecostal City Life Church		2408 (part), 2499 (part)		Faith Churches, Pentecostal, nec

						2421		Revival Fellowship		2499 (part)		Pentecostal, nec

						2422		Victory Life Centre		2499 (part)		Pentecostal, nec

						2423		Victory Worship Centre		2499 (part)		Pentecostal, nec

						2424		Worship Centre Network		2499 (part)		Pentecostal, nec

						2499		Pentecostal, nec		2408 (part), 2499 (part)		Faith Churches, Pentecostal, nec

				28		Other Protestant				205 (part), 233 (part), 28		Brethren, Uniting Church, Other Protestant

						2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions		2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions

						2802		Born Again Christian 		2802		Born Again Christian 

						2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance		2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance

						2804		Church of the Nazarene 		2804		Church of the Nazarene 

						2805		Congregational		2805		Congregational

						2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches		2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches

						2807		Independent Evangelical Churches		2807		Independent Evangelical Churches

						2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church		2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church

						2811		Christian Community Churches of Australia		2051 (part)		Brethren

						2812		Methodist, so described		2331 (part)		Uniting Church

						2813		United Methodist Church		2331 (part)		Uniting Church

						2899		Other Protestant, nec		2899		Other Protestant, nec

				29		Other Christian				29 (part)		Other Christian

						2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland		2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland

						2902		Christadelphians		2902		Christadelphians

						2903		Christian Science		2903		Christian Science

						2904		Gnostic Christians		2904		Gnostic Christians

						2905		Liberal Catholic Church		2905		Liberal Catholic Church

						2906		New Apostolic Church 		2906		New Apostolic Church

						2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)		2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)

						2908		Ratana (Maori)		2908		Ratana (Maori)

						2911		Religious Science		2911		Religious Science

						2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 		2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

						2913		Temple Society		2913		Temple Society

						2915		Grace Communion International (Worldwide Church of God)		2915		Worldwide Church of God

						2999		Other Christian, nec		2999 (part)		Other Christian, nec



		3		HINDUISM						3		HINDUISM

				301		Hinduism				301		Hinduism

						3011		Hinduism		3011		Hinduism



		4		ISLAM						4		ISLAM

				401		Islam				401		Islam

						4011		Islam		4011		Islam



		5		JUDAISM						5		JUDAISM

				501		Judaism				501		Judaism

						5011		Judaism		5011		Judaism



		6		OTHER RELIGIONS						6 (part)		OTHER RELIGIONS

				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

						6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions		6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

				603		Baha'i				603		Baha'i

						6031		Baha'i		6031		Baha'i

				605		Chinese Religions				605		Chinese Religions

						6051		Ancestor Veneration		6051		Ancestor Veneration

						6052		Confucianism 		6052		Confucianism 

						6053		Taoism		6053		Taoism

						6059		Chinese Religions, nec		6059		Chinese Religions, nec

				607		Druse				607		Druse

						6071		Druse		6071		Druse

				611		Japanese Religions				611		Japanese Religions

						6111		Shinto		6111		Shinto

						6112		Sukyo Mahikari		6112		Sukyo Mahikari

						6113		Tenrikyo		6113		Tenrikyo

						6119		Japanese Religions, nec		6119		Japanese Religions, nec

				613		Nature Religions				613 (part)		Nature Religions

						6131		Animism		6131		Animism

						6132		Druidism		6132		Druidism

						6133		Paganism		6133		Paganism

						6135		Wiccan (Witchcraft)		6135		Wiccan/Witchcraft

						6139		Nature Religions, nec		6139		Nature Religions, nec

				615		Sikhism				615		Sikhism

						6151		Sikhism		6151		Sikhism

				617		Spiritualism				617		Spiritualism

						6171		Spiritualism		6171		Spiritualism

				69		Miscellaneous Religions				699		Miscellaneous Religions

						6901		Mandaean		6999 (part)		Religious Groups, nec 

						6902		Yezidi		6999 (part)		Religious Groups, nec 

						6991		Caodaism		6991		Caodaism

						6992		Church of Scientology 		6992		Church of Scientology 

						6993		Eckankar		6993		Eckankar

						6994		Rastafari		6994		Rastafarianism

						6995		Satanism 		6995		Satanism 

						6996		Theosophy		6996		Theosophy

						6997		Jainism		6997		Jainism

						6998		Zoroastrianism		6998		Zoroastrianism

						6999		Religious Groups, nec 		6999 (part)		Religious Groups, nec 



		7		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 						2 (part), 6 (part), 7		CHRISTIANITY, OTHER RELIGIONS, NO RELIGION

				71		No Religion, so described				701 (part) 		No Religion

						7101		No Religion, so described		701 (part) 		No Religion

				72		Secular Beliefs				701 (part) 		No Religion

						7201		Agnosticism		7011		Agnosticism

						7202		Atheism		7012		Atheism

						7203		Humanism		7013		Humanism

						7204		Rationalism		7014		Rationalism

						7299		Secular Beliefs, nec		701 (part) 		No Religion

				73		Other Spiritual Beliefs				0002, 0004, 0005, 29 (part), 613 (part)		Religious Belief, nfd,  New Age, so described,  Theism, Other Christian, Nature Religions

						7301		Multi Faith		0002 (part)		Religious Belief, nfd

						7302		New Age		0004		New Age, so described

						7303		Own Spiritual Beliefs		0002 (part)		Religious Belief, nfd

						7304		Theism		0005, 6134		Theism, Pantheism

						7305		Unitarian Universalism		2914		Unitarian

						7399		Other Spiritual Beliefs, nec		0002 (part)		Religious Belief, nfd





		NOTE: For the third edition, with the expansion of Broad Group 7 to include Other Spiritual Beliefs within the classification structure, the need for several supplementary codes (0002 Religious Belief, nfd,  0004 New Age, so described,  0005 Theism) has been eliminated.
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Table 3.2

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

		Released at 11.30am (Canberra time) 14 July 2017

		Table 3.2 Correspondence: Second Edition Revision 1, 2011 to Third Edition 2016

		Second Edition Revision 1, 2011								Third Edition, 2016

		1		BUDDHISM						1		BUDDHISM

				101		Buddhism				101		Buddhism

						1011		Buddhism		1011		Buddhism

		 

		2		CHRISTIANITY						2, 7 (part)		CHRISTIANITY, SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

				201		Anglican				201		Anglican

						2012		Anglican Church of Australia		2012		Anglican Church of Australia

						2013		Anglican Catholic Church		2013		Anglican Catholic Church

				203		Baptist				203		Baptist

						2031		Baptist		2031		Baptist

				205		Brethren				205, 28 (part)		Brethren, Other Protestant

						2051		Brethren		2051, 2811		Brethren, Christian Community Churches of Australia

				207		Catholic				207		Catholic

						2071		Western Catholic		2071		Western Catholic

						2072		Maronite Catholic		2072		Maronite Catholic

						2073		Melkite Catholic		2073		Melkite Catholic

						2074		Ukrainian Catholic		2074		Ukrainian Catholic

						2075		Chaldean Catholic		2075		Chaldean Catholic

						2079		Catholic, nec		2076, 2079		Syro Malabar Catholic, Catholic, nec

				211		Churches of Christ				211		Churches of Christ

						2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)		2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)

						2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)		2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)

						2113		International Church of Christ		2113		International Church of Christ

				213		Jehovah's Witnesses				213		Jehovah's Witnesses

						2131		Jehovah's Witnesses		2131		Jehovah's Witnesses

				215		Latter-day Saints				215		Latter-day Saints

						2151		Church of Jesus Christ of LDS (Mormons)		2151		The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

						2152		Community of Christ		2152		Community of Christ

				217		Lutheran				217		Lutheran

						2171		Lutheran		2171		Lutheran

				221		Oriental Orthodox				221		Oriental Orthodox

						2212		Armenian Apostolic		2212		Armenian Apostolic

						2214		Coptic Orthodox Church		2214		Coptic Orthodox Church

						2215		Syrian Orthodox Church		2215		Syrian Orthodox Church

						2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church		2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church

						2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec		2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec

				222		Assyrian Apostolic				222		Assyrian Apostolic

						2221		Assyrian Church of the East		2221		Assyrian Church of the East

						2222		Ancient Church of the East		2222		Ancient Church of the East

						2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec		2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec

				223		Eastern Orthodox				223		Eastern Orthodox

						2231		Albanian Orthodox		2231		Albanian Orthodox

						2232		Antiochian Orthodox		2232		Antiochian Orthodox

						2233		Greek Orthodox		2233		Greek Orthodox

						2234		Macedonian Orthodox		2234		Macedonian Orthodox 

						2235		Romanian Orthodox		2235		Romanian Orthodox

						2236		Russian Orthodox		2236		Russian Orthodox

						2237		Serbian Orthodox		2237		Serbian Orthodox

						2238		Ukrainian Orthodox		2238		Ukrainian Orthodox

						2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec		2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec

				225		Presbyterian and Reformed				225		Presbyterian and Reformed

						2251		Presbyterian		2251		Presbyterian

						2252		Reformed		2252		Reformed

						2253		Free Reformed		2253		Free Reformed

				227		Salvation Army				227		Salvation Army

						2271		Salvation Army		2271		Salvation Army

				231		Seventh-day Adventist				231		Seventh-day Adventist

						2311		Seventh-day Adventist		2311		Seventh-day Adventist 

				233		Uniting Church				233, 28 (part)		Uniting Church, Other Protestant

						2331		Uniting Church		2331, 2812, 2813		Uniting Church,  Methodist, so described,  United Methodist Church

				24		Pentecostal				24		Pentecostal

						2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)		2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)

						2402		Assemblies of God		2402		Australian Christian Churches (Assemblies of God)

						2403		Bethesda Churches		2403		Bethesda Ministries International (Bethesda Churches)

						2404		Christian City Church		2404		C3 Church Global (Christian City Church)

						2405		Christian Life Churches International		2416 (part)		Acts 2 Alliance

						2406		Christian Outreach Centres		2406		International Network of Churches (Christian Outreach Centres)

						2407		Christian Revival Crusade		2407		CRC International (Christian Revival Crusade)

						2408		Faith Churches		2000 (part), 2418 (part), 2499 (part)		Christian, nfd,  Pentecostal City Life Church,  Pentecostal, nec

						2411		Foursquare Gospel Church		2411		Foursquare Gospel Church

						2412		Full Gospel Church		2412		Full Gospel Church of Australia (Full Gospel Church)

						2413		Revival Centres		2413		Revival Centres

						2414		Rhema Family Church		2414		Rhema Family Church

						2415		United Pentecostal		2415		United Pentecostal

						2499		Pentecostal, nec		2416 (part), 2417, 2418 (part), 2421, 2422, 2423, 2424, 2499 (part)		Acts 2 Alliance, Christian Church in Australia, Pentecostal City Life Church, Revival Fellowship, Victory Life Centre, Victory Worship Centre, Worship Centre Network, Pentecostal, nec

				28		Other Protestant				28 (part)		Other Protestant

						2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions		2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions

						2802		Born Again Christian 		2802		Born Again Christian 

						2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance		2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance

						2804		Church of the Nazarene 		2804		Church of the Nazarene 

						2805		Congregational		2805		Congregational

						2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches		2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches

						2807		Independent Evangelical Churches		2807		Independent Evangelical Churches

						2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church		2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church

						2899		Other Protestant, nec		2899		Other Protestant, nec

				29		Other Christian				29, 73 (part)		Other Christian, Other Spiritual Beliefs

						2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland		2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland

						2902		Christadelphians		2902		Christadelphians

						2903		Christian Science		2903		Christian Science

						2904		Gnostic Christians		2904		Gnostic Christians

						2905		Liberal Catholic Church		2905		Liberal Catholic Church

						2906		New Apostolic Church		2906		New Apostolic Church 

						2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)		2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)

						2908		Ratana (Maori)		2908		Ratana (Maori)

						2911		Religious Science		2911		Religious Science

						2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)		2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

						2913		Temple Society		2913		Temple Society

						2914		Unitarian		7305		Unitarian Universalism

						2915		Worldwide Church of God		2915		Grace Communion International (Worldwide Church of God)

						2999		Other Christian, nec		2019, 2999		Anglican, nec,  Other Christian, nec



		3		HINDUISM						3		HINDUISM

				301		Hinduism				301		Hinduism

						3011		Hinduism		3011		Hinduism



		4		ISLAM						4		ISLAM

				401		Islam				401		Islam

						4011		Islam		4011		Islam



		5		JUDAISM						5		JUDAISM

				501		Judaism				501		Judaism

						5011		Judaism		5011		Judaism



		6		OTHER RELIGIONS						6, 7 (part)		OTHER RELIGIONS, SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions				601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

						6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions		6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

				603		Baha'i				603		Baha'i

						6031		Baha'i		6031		Baha'i

				605		Chinese Religions				605		Chinese Religions

						6051		Ancestor Veneration		6051		Ancestor Veneration

						6052		Confucianism 		6052		Confucianism 

						6053		Taoism		6053		Taoism

						6059		Chinese Religions, nec		6059		Chinese Religions, nec

				607		Druse				607		Druse

						6071		Druse		6071		Druse

				611		Japanese Religions				611		Japanese Religions

						6111		Shinto		6111		Shinto

						6112		Sukyo Mahikari		6112		Sukyo Mahikari

						6113		Tenrikyo		6113		Tenrikyo

						6119		Japanese Religions, nec		6119		Japanese Religions, nec

				613		Nature Religions				613, 73 (part)		Nature Religions, Other Spiritual Beliefs

						6131		Animism		6131		Animism

						6132		Druidism		6132		Druidism

						6133		Paganism		6133		Paganism

						6134		Pantheism		7304 (part)		Theism

						6135		Wiccan/Witchcraft		6135		Wiccan (Witchcraft)

						6139		Nature Religions, nec		6139		Nature Religions, nec

				615		Sikhism				615		Sikhism

						6151		Sikhism		6151		Sikhism

				617		Spiritualism				617		Spiritualism

						6171		Spiritualism		6171		Spiritualism

				699		Miscellaneous Religions				69		Miscellaneous Religions

						6991		Caodaism		6991		Caodaism

						6992		Church of Scientology		6992		Church of Scientology 

						6993		Eckankar		6993		Eckankar

						6994		Rastafarianism		6994		Rastafari

						6995		Satanism		6995		Satanism 

						6996		Theosophy		6996		Theosophy

						6997		Jainism		6997		Jainism

						6998		Zoroastrianism		6998		Zoroastrianism

						6999		Religious Groups, nec		6901, 6902, 6999		Mandaean, Yezidi, Religious Groups, nec



		7		NO RELIGION						7 (part)		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

				701		No Religion				71, 7101, 72, 7299		No Religion, so described,  Secular Beliefs,  Secular Beliefs, nec

						7011		Agnosticism		7201		Agnosticism

						7012		Atheism		7202		Atheism

						7013		Humanism		7203		Humanism

						7014		Rationalism		7204		Rationalism



				SUPPLEMENTARY CODES

						0002		Religious Belief, nfd		7301, 7303, 7399		Multi Faith, Own Spiritual Beliefs, Other Spiritual Beliefs, nec

						0004		New Age, so described		7302		New Age

						0005		Theism		7304 (part)		Theism





		NOTE: For the third edition, with the expansion of Broad Group 7 to include Other Spiritual Beliefs within the classification structure, the need for several supplementary codes (0002, 0004, 0005) has been eliminated.
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Explanatory Notes
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				Explanatory Notes



				More information on the ABS website

				1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016

				Summary



				Abbreviations



				ABS -- Australian Bureau of Statistics
ASCRG -- Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups
nec -- not elsewhere classified
nfd -- not further defined 





				More information is available from the ABS website
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