Proposed changes to the 
Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups (ASCRG)

This document details the changes to the ASCRG that the ABS is proposing to make as an outcome of the current review. These changes include:
· The identification of new groups at the Broad Group (one-digit), Narrow Group (two-digit) and Religious Group (four-digit) levels;
· The retirement of one religious group; and
· A revised coding structure across the entire classification. In the proposed structure, Broad Groups have two-digit codes; Narrow Groups have four-digit codes and Religious Groups have six-digit codes. A concordance between the current and proposed new structure is provided in the spreadsheet Coding Structure Concordance (current codes mapped to proposed codes linked at the bottom of this document.

These proposed changes have been developed through consultation with stakeholders, analysis of 2011, 2016, and 2021 Census data, research and the classification criteria (Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016 | Australian Bureau of Statistics (abs.gov.au)). The objectives of these changes are: to more accurately reflect the groups to which Australian have a religious affiliation; to improve the usability of the classification; to streamline the coding structure; and to better accommodate new groups over time.

The changes the ABS is proposing to make to the following groups are outlined below. No other changes are proposed at this time, pending feedback through this round of consultation:

Buddhism
Christianity
Islam
Sikhism
Other Religions



[bookmark: _BUDDHISM]BUDDHISM

It is proposed that three new Religious Groups are created under the Buddhism Broad Group and the Buddhism Narrow Group:

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	


	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group
	
	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group

	1 Buddhism
	
	 
	
	15 Buddhism
	
	 

	 
	101 Buddhism
	
	
	 1511 Buddhism
	

	 
	
	1011 Buddhism
	
	 
	
	151111 Mahayana Buddhism

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	151112 Theravada Buddhism

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	151113 Vajrayana Buddhism





CHRISTIANITY

There are two changes proposed within the Christianity Broad Group:
1. That one new Religious Group be created under the Narrow Group Catholic (proposed code 2514), Syriac Catholic (proposed code 251414). The Religious groups in this Narrow group have also been reordered (in alphabetical order):

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	
Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group
	
	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group

	1 Christianity
	
	 
	
	25 Christianity
	
	 

	 
	207 Catholic
	
	
	2514 Catholic
	

	 
	
	2071 Western Catholic
	
	
	
	251411 Chaldean Catholic 

	 
	
	2072 Maronite Catholic
	
	
	
	251412 Maronite Catholic

	 
	
	2073 Melkite Catholic
	
	
	
	251413 Melkite Catholic

	
	
	2074 Ukrainian Catholic
	
	
	
	251414 Syriac Catholic

	
	
	2075 Chaldean Catholic
	
	
	
	251415 Syro Malabar Catholic

	
	
	2076 Syro Malabar Catholic
	
	
	
	251416 Ukrainian Catholic

	
	
	2079 Catholic, nec
	
	
	
	251417 Western Catholic

	
	
	
	
	
	
	251499 Catholic, nec







2. That one Religious Group, Albanian Orthodox, be retired and included in the Eastern Orthodox Not Elsewhere Classified (nec, proposed code 252399) group:

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	
Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group
	
	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group

	2 Christianity
	
	 
	
	25 Christianity
	
	 

	 
	223 Eastern Orthodox
	
	
	2523 Eastern Orthodox

	 
	
	2231 Albanian Orthodox
	
	 
	
	252311 Antiochian Orthodox

	 
	
	2232 Antiochian Orthodox
	
	 
	
	252312 Greek Orthodox

	
	
	2233 Greek Orthodox
	
	
	
	252313 Macedonian Orthodox

	
	
	2234 Macedonian Orthodox
	
	
	
	252314 Romanian Orthodox

	
	
	2235 Romanian Orthodox
	
	
	
	252315 Russian Orthodox

	
	
	2236 Russian Orthodox
	
	
	
	252316 Serbian Orthodox

	
	
	2237 Serbian Orthodox
	
	
	
	252317 Ukrainian Orthodox

	
	
	2238 Ukrainian Orthodox
	
	
	
	252399 Eastern Orthodox, nec (including Albanian Orthodox)

	
	
	2239 Eastern Orthodox, nec
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	





[bookmark: _ISLAM]ISLAM

It is proposed that three new Narrow Groups and six new Religious Groups are created under the Islam Broad Group:

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	


	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group
	
	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group

	4 Islam
	
	 
	
	45 Islam
	
	 

	 
	401 Islam
	
	
	 4511 Shia
	

	 
	
	4011 Islam
	
	 
	
	451111 Shia

	 
	
	
	
	 
	4512 Sunni
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	451211 Sunni

	
	
	
	
	
	4513 Other Islam

	
	
	
	
	
	
	451311 Ahmadiyya

	
	
	
	
	
	
	451312 Alawite

	
	
	
	
	
	
	451313 Alevi

	
	
	
	
	
	
	451399 Islam, nec






[bookmark: _JUDAISM][bookmark: _SIKHISM]SIKHISM

It is proposed that Sikhism be moved out of Other Religions (Broad Group 6) and a new Broad Group be created for Sikhism: 

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	


	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group
	
	Broad Group
	 Narrow group
	Religious Group

	6 Other Religions
	 
	
	65 Sikhism
	
	

	 
	615 Sikhism
	
	
	6511 Sikhism
	

	 
	
	6151 Sikhism
	
	
	
	651111 Sikhism





[bookmark: _OTHER_RELIGIONS]OTHER RELIGIONS

It is proposed that one new group, Kirat Mundham (proposed code 851815), be added to Narrow Group 8518 (proposed new code) Miscellaneous Religions. In addition, Religious Groups in this Narrow Group have been reordered (in alphabetical order):

	CURRENT STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2016
	PROPOSED STRUCTURE
1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups, 2024

	Broad Group
	Narrow Group
	Religious Group
	Broad Group
	Narrow Group
	Religious Group

	6 Other Religions
	 
	
	85 Other Religions
	
	

	
	69 Miscellaneous Religions
	
	
	8518 Miscellaneous Religions
	

	
	
	6901 Mandaean
	
	
	851811 Caodaism

	
	
	6902 Yezidi
	
	
	851812 Church of Scientology

	
	
	6991 Caodaism
	
	
	851813 Eckankar

	
	
	6992 Church of Scientology
	
	
	851814 Jainism

	
	
	6993 Eckankar
	
	
	851815 Kirat Mundham

	
	
	6994 Rastafari
	
	
	851816 Mandaean

	
	
	6995 Satanism 
	
	
	851817 Rastafari 

	
	
	6996 Theosophy
	
	
	851818 Satanism

	
	
	6997 Jainism
	
	
	851821 Theosophy

	
	
	6998 Zoroastrianism
	
	
	851822 Yezidi

	
	
	6999 Religious Groups, nec
	
	
	851823 Zoroastrianism

	
	
	
	
	
	851899 Religious Groups, nec



[bookmark: _SECULAR_BELIEFS_AND]

[bookmark: _Coding_Structure_Concordance]Coding Structure Concordance (current codes mapped to proposed codes)
Attached is a mapping between the current coding structure in ASCRG (2016) and the proposed coding structure 2024. The key changes to the coding structure are:
· Broad Groups are indicated by two digits in the new structure; instead of one digit.
· Narrow Groups are indicated by four digits in the new structure; instead of two or three digits.
· Religious Groups are indicated by six digit codes in the new structure; instead of four digit codes.

New groups have been added in the Buddhism, Christian, Islam and Other Religions Broad groups, and are highlighted in bold orange text.

In addition, Religious Groups in the following Narrow Groups (by proposed code) have also been reordered (in alphabetical order):
· 2514 Catholic
· 2532 Other Christian
· 8518 Miscellaneous Religions

In the spreadsheet below, the proposed new structure is provided (i.e. codes and their associated Religious Group). The new structure is aligned with the current structure (ASCRG, 2016), so individual groups are easy to find.



AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS | 2022-23 Review of Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups

Mapping of current to proposed ASCRG codes.xlsx
Mapping 2016 to 2024 ASCRG

		            Australian Bureau of Statistics

		1266.0 Australian Standard Classification of Religious Groups



		Current structure (2016)														Proposed structure (2024)

		Broad group				Narrow group				Religious group						Broad group				Narrow group				Religious group

		1		BUDDHISM												15		BUDDHISM

						101		Buddhism												1511		Buddhism

										1011		Buddhism												151111		Mahayana Buddhism

																								151112		Theravada Buddhism

																								151113		Vajrayana Buddhism

		2				CHRISTIANITY										25		CHRISTIANITY

						201		Anglican												2511		Anglican

										2012		Anglican Church of Australia												251111		Anglican Church of Australia

										2013		Anglican Catholic Church												251112		Anglican Catholic Church

										2019		Anglican, nec												251199		Anglican, nec

						203		Baptist												2512		Baptist

										2031		Baptist												251211		Baptist

						205		Brethren												2513		Brethren

										2051		Brethren												251311		Brethren

						207		Catholic												2514		Catholic

										2071		Western Catholic												251417		Western Catholic

										2072		Maronite Catholic												251412		Maronite Catholic

										2073		Melkite Catholic												251413		Melkite Catholic

										2074		Ukrainian Catholic												251416		Ukrainian Catholic

										2075		Chaldean Catholic												251411		Chaldean Catholic

										2076		Syro Malabar Catholic												251415		Syro Malabar Catholic

										Proposed new group														251414		Syriac Catholic

										2079		Catholic, nec												251499		Catholic, nec

						211		Churches of Christ												2515		Churches of Christ

										2111		Churches of Christ (Conference)												251511		Churches of Christ (Conference)

										2112		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)												251512		Church of Christ (Non-denominational)

										2113		International Church of Christ												251513		International Church of Christ

						213		Jehovah's Witnesses												2516		Jehovah's Witnesses

										2131		Jehovah's Witnesses												251611		Jehovah's Witnesses

						215		Latter-day Saints												2517		Latter-day Saints

										2151		The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints												251711		The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

										2152		Community of Christ												251712		Community of Christ

						217		Lutheran												2518		Lutheran

										2171		Lutheran												251811		Lutheran

						221		Oriental Orthodox												2521		Oriental Orthodox

										2212		Armenian Apostolic												252111		Armenian Apostolic

										2214		Coptic Orthodox Church												252112		Coptic Orthodox Church

										2215		Syrian Orthodox Church												252113		Ethiopian Orthodox Church

										2216		Ethiopian Orthodox Church												252114		Syrian Orthodox Church

										2219		Oriental Orthodox, nec												252199		Oriental Orthodox, nec

						222		Assyrian Apostolic												2522		Assyrian Apostolic

										2221		Assyrian Church of the East												252211		Ancient Church of the East

										2222		Ancient Church of the East												252212		Assyrian Church of the East

										2229		Assyrian Apostolic, nec												252299		Assyrian Apostolic, nec

						223		Eastern Orthodox												2523		Eastern Orthodox

										2231		Albanian Orthodox												Retired

										2232		Antiochian Orthodox												252311		Antiochian Orthodox

										2233		Greek Orthodox												252312		Greek Orthodox

										2234		Macedonian Orthodox												252313		Macedonian Orthodox

										2235		Romanian Orthodox												252314		Romanian Orthodox

										2236		Russian Orthodox												252315		Russian Orthodox

										2237		Serbian Orthodox												252316		Serbian Orthodox

										2238		Ukrainian Orthodox												252317		Ukrainian Orthodox

										2239		Eastern Orthodox, nec												252399		Eastern Orthodox, nec (incl. Albanian Orthodox)

						225		Presbyterian and Reformed												2524		Presbyterian and Reformed

										2251		Presbyterian												252411		Free Reformed

										2252		Reformed												252412		Presbyterian

										2253		Free Reformed												252413		Reformed

						227		Salvation Army												2525		Salvation Army

										2271		Salvation Army												252511		Salvation Army

						231		Seventh-day Adventist												2526		Seventh-day Adventist

										2311		Seventh-day Adventist												252611		Seventh-day Adventist

						233		Uniting Church												2527		Uniting Church

										2331		Uniting Church												252711		Uniting Church

						24		Pentecostal												2528		Pentecostal

										2401		Apostolic Church (Australia)												252811		Acts 2 Alliance

										2402		Australian Christian Churches (Assemblies of God)												252812		Apostolic Church (Australia)

										2403		Bethesda Ministries International (Bethesda Churches)												252813		Australian Christian Churches (Assemblies of God)

										2404		C3 Church Global (Christian City Church)												252814		Bethesda Ministries International (Bethesda Churches)

										2406		International Network of Churches (Christian Outreach Centres)												252815		C3 Church Global (Christian City Church)

										2407		CRC International (Christian Revival Crusade)												252816		Christian Church in Australia

										2411		Foursquare Gospel Church												252817		CRC International (Christian Revival Crusade)

										2412		Full Gospel Church of Australia (Full Gospel Church)												252818		Foursquare Gospel Church

										2413		Revival Centres												252821		Full Gospel Church of Australia (Full Gospel Church)

										2414		Rhema Family Church												252822		International Network of Churches (Christian Outreach Centres)

										2415		United Pentecostal												252823		Pentecostal City Life Church

										2416		Acts 2 Alliance												282824		Revival Centres

										2417		Christian Church in Australia												252825		Revival Fellowship

										2418		Pentecostal City Life Church												252826		Rhema Family Church

										2421		Revival Fellowship												252827		United Pentecostal

										2422		Victory Life Centre												252828		Victory Life Centre

										2423		Victory Worship Centre												252831		Victory Worship Centre

										2424		Worship Centre Network												252832		Worship Centre Network

										2499		Pentecostal, nec												252899		Pentecostal, nec

						28		Other Protestant												2531		Other Protestant

										2801		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions												253111		Aboriginal Evangelical Missions

										2802		Born Again Christian 												253112		Born Again Christian 

										2803		Christian and Missionary Alliance												253113		Christian and Missionary Alliance

										2804		Church of the Nazarene 												253114		Christian Community Churches of Australia

										2805		Congregational												253115		Church of the Nazarene 

										2806		Ethnic Evangelical Churches												253116		Congregational

										2807		Independent Evangelical Churches												253117		Ethnic Evangelical Churches

										2808		Wesleyan Methodist Church												253118		Independent Evangelical Churches

										2811		Christian Community Churches of Australia												253121		Methodist, so described

										2812		Methodist, so described												253122		United Methodist Church

										2813		United Methodist Church												253123		Wesleyan Methodist Church

										2899		Other Protestant, nec												253199		Other Protestant, nec

						29		Other Christian												2532		Other Christian

										2901		Apostolic Church of Queensland												253211		Apostolic Church of Queensland

										2902		Christadelphians												253212		Christadelphians

										2903		Christian Science												253213		Christian Science

										2904		Gnostic Christians												253214		Gnostic Christians

										2905		Liberal Catholic Church												253215		Grace Communion International (Worldwide Church of God)

										2906		New Apostolic Church												253216		Liberal Catholic Church

										2907		New Churches (Swedenborgian)												253217		New Apostolic Church

										2908		Ratana (Maori)												253218		New Churches (Swedenborgian)

										2911		Religious Science												253221		Ratana (Maori)

										2912		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)												253222		Religious Science

										2913		Temple Society												253223		Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

										2915		Grace Communion International (Worldwide Church of God)												253224		Temple Society

										2999		Other Christian, nec												253299		Other Christian, nec

		3		HINDUISM												35		HINDUISM

						301		Hinduism												3511		Hinduism

										3011		Hinduism												351111		Hinduism

		4		ISLAM												45		ISLAM

						401		Islam												4511		Shia

										4011		Islam												451111		Shia

																				4512		Sunni

																								451211		Sunni

																				4513		Other Islam

																								451311		Ahmadiyya

																								451312		Alahwite

																								451313		Alevi

																								451399		Islam, nec

		5		JUDAISM												55		JUDAISM

						501		Judaism												5511		Judaism

										5011		Judaism												551111		Judaism

		6		OTHER RELIGIONS												85		OTHER RELIGIONS

						601		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions												8511		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

										6011		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions												851111		Australian Aboriginal Traditional Religions

						603		Baha'i												8512		Baha'i

										6031		Baha'i												851211		Baha'i

						605		Chinese Religions												8513		Chinese Religions

										6051		Ancestor Veneration												851311		Ancestor Veneration

										6052		Confucianism												851312		Confucianism

										6053		Taoism												851313		Taoism

										6059		Chinese Religions, nec												851399		Chinese Religions, nec

						607		Druse												8514		Druse

										6071		Druse												851411		Druse

						611		Japanese Religions												8515		Japanese Religions

										6111		Shinto												851511		Shinto

										6112		Sukyo Mahikari												851512		Sukyo Mahikari

										6113		Tenrikyo												851513		Tenrikyo

										6119		Japanese Religions, nec												851599		Japanese Religions, nec

						613		Nature Religions												8516		Nature Religions

										6131		Animism												851611		Animism

										6132		Druidism												851612		Druidism

										6133		Paganism												851613		Paganism

										6135		Wiccan (Witchcraft)												851614		Wiccan (Witchcraft)

										6139		Nature Religions, nec												851699		Nature Religions, nec

						615		Sikhism								65		SIKHISM

										6151		Sikhism								6511		Sikhism

																								651111		Sikhism

						617		Spiritualism												8517		Spiritualism

										6171		Spiritualism												851711		Spiritualism

						69		Miscellaneous Religions												8518		Miscellaneous Religions

										6901		Mandaean												851816		Mandaean

										6902		Yezidi												851822		Yezidi

										6991		Caodaism												851811		Caodaism

										6992		Church of Scientology												851812		Church of Scientology

										6993		Eckankar												851813		Eckankar

										6994		Rastafari												851817		Rastafari

										6995		Satanism 												851818		Satanism 

										6996		Theosophy												851821		Theosophy

										6997		Jainism												851814		Jainism

										6998		Zoroastrianism												851823		Zoroastrianism

										Proposed New Group														851815		Kirat Mundham

										6999		Religious Groups, nec												851899		Religious Groups, nec

		7		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 												95		SECULAR BELIEFS AND OTHER SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND NO RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

						71		No Religion, so described												9511		No Religion, so described

										7101		No Religion, so described												951111		No Religion, so described

						72		Secular Beliefs												9512		Secular Beliefs

										7201		Agnosticism												951211		Agnosticism

										7202		Atheism												951212		Atheism

										7203		Humanism												951213		Humanism

										7204		Rationalism												951214		Rationalism

										7299		Secular Beliefs, nec												951299		Secular Beliefs, nec

						73		Other Spiritual Beliefs												9513		Other Spiritual Beliefs

										7301		Multi Faith												951311		Multi Faith

										7302		New Age												951312		New Age

										7303		Own Spiritual Beliefs												951313		Own Spiritual Beliefs

										7304		Theism												951314		Theism

										7305		Unitarian Universalism												951315		Unitarian Universalism

										7399		Other Spiritual Beliefs, nec												951399		Other Spiritual Beliefs, nec
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