Proposed draft census questions relating to kinship care

Proposed questions that might be inserted into the census questionnaire somewhere near the existing Question 20.

1. Does the person have primary responsibility1 for the full-time care of a child or children under 18 years of age other2 than their biological, formally fostered or adopted child/children?
2. How many children other than biological, formally fostered or adopted children does this person have full-time responsibility for?
· 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, etc.
3. Relationship of child/children to person 1
· Familial relationship 
· niece/nephew
· sister/brother
· grandchild/step-grandchild
· other familial relationship (specify)
· Unrelated child or young person
4.  For how long has this person had responsibility for the full-time care of a child or children under 18 years of age other than their biological, formally fostered or adopted child/children?
· Less than 1 year
· 1-2 years
· 3 years or more.

5. Is the responsibility for these child/ren expected to be:
· Short term (one year or less)
· Indefinite or long-term

1 While other household members may assist with the care of children and young people, it is assumed that primary responsibility will fall to either one or two adults in the household.
2 Children informally ‘fostered’ are included in this count.  Children fostered through an approved authority are counted elsewhere in the Census; adopted children are counted as sons/daughters. 
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